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This little guy actually beat the
Sheriff in the Kids Fun Run.

heWT! Criminal
1_;ustice Acaden_1y'
supported Jessie s
place by running
together in the race.

Lots of kids of allages enjoyed
nning the racé this year.
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Firefighters donned full gear, averaging 60 Ibs., to trek
up and down the steps of Citrus Memorial Hospital for
the 9/11 Memorial Stair Climb.

Lt.Chase Hurst, Citrus County Fire Rescue, organized and partici-
pated in the 9/11 Memorial Stair Climb held at Citrus Memorial
Hospital on September 11,2011. Hurst's son,9-month-old Colton,
went along for the ride, too. The climb was to commemorate the
lives lost on that fateful, unforgettable day in history.
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START YOUR CAREER AT THE CITRUS COUNTY
PUBLIC SAFETY TRAINING GENTER

Did you know that police and detective shows make up nearly 25% of
all primetime television? From "COPS" to "CSI Miami," shows about law
enforcement captivate our interest and intrigue our imagination.

What does it really take to become a cop? How do you become a real-
life Crime Scene Investigator or member of a Special Weapons And Tac-
tics team?

Well, it all starts at training centers like Withlacoochee Technical Insti-
tuteis Criminal Justice Academy located in Inverness. As part of the Cit-
rus County Public Safety Training Center (CCPSTC), the Criminal Justice
Academy offers entry level certification courses in law enforcement and
corrections, the exact courses needed to start your career in the exciting
profession of criminal justice.

In 2009, Sheriff Jeff Dawsy and School Superin-
tendant Sandra "Sam" Himmel
combined resources to create the
county'sfirst Public Safety Training
Center. Indoing so, they created an
environment that provides the
highest level of academic and prac-
tical application for individuals seek-
ing a career in Public Safety.
Graduates from these programs are
considered to be among the best in
Central Florida. Under the direction of
Lt. Phil Royal, the CCPSTC is also rec-
ognized for offering exceptional ad-
vanced & specialized training for
active-duty public safety personnel.

One thing that sets the CCPSTC apart
from other training centers is its emphasis on physical fitness. As part of
the weekly regiment, physical fitness is a routine that Royal hopes will
become part of the graduate's everyday life. "If we can instill the lifelong
value of health and fitness, it will impact their lives no matter what pro-
fession they choose." He also believes that, "In public safety, fitness is
paramount to service, longevity and success." Physical training in the
academy makes up a minimum of 64 curriculum hours.

The Law Enforcement (LE) certification program offered at WTl is 770
hours of training that includes topics in defensive tactics, vehicle opera-

tions, firearms, TASER and first aid. These programs will prepare you for
the academic requirements needed to pass the state certification exam,
while training you for the physical demands and skills needed to achieve
success in this career. Depending on your schedule, you can attend day
or evening classes and complete the program in as little as five months.

If your interest lies in the detention side of Criminal Justice, WTl's Cor-

rectional Officer (CO) certification program consists of 550 hours of in-
tense training. You'll learn skills in defensive tactics, effective
communication techniques, firearms and first aid. The ultimate program
goal is to prepare participants to pass the state exam, while learning skills
needed to achieve success.The CO certification program can be com-
pleted in approximately three months.

After passing the state certification exam, law en-
forcement and correctional officer candidates are
qualified for employment at most city, county or

state agencies within Florida. Starting salaries for
these careers generally range from $28,000 to
$45,000, depending on location.

All of the programs offered at the CCPSTC will
prepare you with the knowledge and skills
needed to earn countless career advancement

T

Some of these specialties include assignments

Explosive Device and Underwater Recovery
teams. Although most careers in law enforce-
ment start as patrol officers, the training youill
receive at WTI will prepare you for the challenges to come.

Another opportunity that will soon be available at the CCPSTC s a Fire
Academy. Fire Rescue is another exciting career that always offers new
adventures. From tactical rescues rappelling from a tall building, to res-
cuing victims from a raging inferno, fire fighting is a career for heroes who
considerit "all in a dayswork." Participants will be able to earn a state cer-
tification in firefighting and even become a licensed Emergency Medical
Technician through WTI. Whether your interest is to become a volunteer
firefighter or you want to start a whole new career, the CCPSTC will help
get you there.

Earlier this year, the county's Board of County Commissioners voted to

opportunities in the criminal justice profession.

like: SWAT, K9, CS, Field Training Officer (FTO),

con-

soli-
date Fire
Rescue

services under

the direction of the
Sheriff. As a result, the Sheriff's

Office is actively campaigning to

recruit volunteer firefighters and provide them with training at the CCP-
STC. Training will be offered at no charge to any qualified volunteer who
wants to become a combat firefighter. This training consists of nearly 90
hours of online curriculum with the remaining hours conducted in a
hands-on practical setting. Upon completion of more than 200 required
hours, graduates will have firefighting and rescue skills that make them
an asset to the safety of their community.

Quite frequently, volunteer firefighters turn their passion into a career.
With an additional 200 hours of training, volunteers can complete the
Firefighter certification program that makes them eligible to take the
state exam. To supplement the Firefighting program, the Emergency
Medical Technician training will enable graduates to work as EMT's or
help them obtain entry level firefighter positions throughout the state.
Starting salaries for Firefighter/EMTis in Florida range from $28,000 to
$38,000 annually.

An exciting lure to any career in public safety and the link between
each of these professions is the opportunity to help people, while expe-
riencing a different adventure every day. For many, a career in public
safety is a calling;an opportunity to serve the community while fulfilling
a passion of their heart. For others itis simply a great occupation.

Whether your desire is to fulfill dreams of becoming a CSI, member of
SWAT or other Specialty, or you simply want to serve your community as
a Police Officer, Correctional Officer or even a volunteer Firefighter, the
Citrus County Public Safety Training Center at WTI offers the training you
need. Begin your journey to becoming someoneis hero today.

For more information on Public Safety programs at WTI, visit
www.ccpstc.com or call (352) 726-2430 extension 272. You can also
visit us on Facebook. For information on becoming a volunteer fire-
fighter for the Citrus County Sheriffis Office, visit www.sheriffcitrus.org
or call (352) 726-4488. *

WE TRAIN HEROES EVERYDAY!
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Sgt. Brad Smith recently graduated from the FBI

National Academy Program in Quantico, Virginia.

Here, he proudly displays a yellow brick from the
“Yellow Brick Road,” a 6.1-mile grueling run

through a hilly, wooded trail built by the Marines.
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In June, Chief Inspector Gerd Wilcken of the Media
and Public Information Unit of the Bundespolizei,
or German Federal Police, arranged to spend
some time with Sheriff’s Office publicinformation
officer Gail Tierney while vacationing in Inver-
ness. The two compared notes about differences
in public records law between Florida and the
Federal Republic of Germany, plus how they each
interact with the media under different sets of cir-
cumstances. The 40,000 employees of the Ger-
man Federal Police are committed to border, rail
traffic and aviation security.
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* Check out the Sheriff’s Office web-
site at www.sheriffcitrus.org for the
most up-to-date information about
registered sexual predators and of-
fenders living in Citrus County. Just

"

click on“Sexual Offender Information
and search the list by first or last name,
zip code or other criteria. Photo-
graphs of the offenders also are
posted. Those without Internet access
may obtain a hard copy of the same
list at the Sheriff's Operations Center
in downtown Inverness or any of the
agency’s three community resource
offices.

* Prior to Halloween night, the
agency'’s Sexual Predator Unit plans
on conducting notifications in all the
neighborhoods where the county’s
registered sexual predators live. Also,
be on the lookout for posters featur-
ing the names, addresses and photos
of all the county’s registered sexual
predators and offenders on display in
Citrus County’s leading box stores.

* Encourage kids and teens to ex-
plore alternatives to traditional trick-
or-treating. Harvest festivals, haunted
houses and costume parades are
popular events sponsored by area
churches, community groups and
shopping malls. Organized festivities
like these provide some measure of
supervision, plus a safer environment
for children.

* Make sure costumes are made of
light-colored, flame-retardant fab-
rics only. If children are permitted to
trick-or-treat after dark, decorate their
costumes and candy bags with re-
flective tape to make them even
more visible to motorists.

* Instead of letting children wear
masks that might obscure their vi-
sion, try face makeup instead. Props,
such as swords and broomsticks,
should be made of Styrofoam or card-
board.

* A responsible adult or teen should
accompany each group of young-
sters. Try to limit the group’s size to
four or five.

* At least one person in each group
should carry a flashlight.

* Instruct children to walk, not run,
from house to house, and to cover
one side of the street at a time. Have
them cross only at street corners and
not in between parked cars.

* Children should stay in their own
neighborhoods and only go to
houses with the lights on.

% Stress to youngsters
that they should
never enter a
stranger’s
house or
vehicle.

* Teach
children to
respect the
privacy and
property
of others.
Acts of
aggression,
violence or
vandalism
potentially
could lead to
arrest.

* Don’t leave your
own home unattended
on Halloween, and keep

Halloween winds
up the month,
and citizens
" can help keep
their children
(or grandchildren)
safe on Oct.31,
by following these
simple holiday
safety guidelines.

your pets inside.

* Examine children’s treats for signs
of tampering before you allow them
to eat anything. Remember, if you
have a doubt, throw it out.

* Report any suspicious treats or inci-
dents to the Sheriff's Office.

Do your partto
help keep kids safe
this Halloween!
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Sheriff Dawsy congratulates the new Sheriff’s Office
employees.

Deputy Chief Jim Goodworth explained some of the
The Sheriff’s Office and Fire Rescue Honor Guards served inner-workings of Fire Rescue to Capt. Doug Dodd and
together as one unit for the very first time. GailTierney at Floral City Station #24's recent open house.

Floral City Station #24 reopened for business with a full staff and held an open house for nearby residents.

Field training officers stand proudly behind the recruits
who were sworn in as new deputies in August of this year.
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he second 4.2 mile DART (deputy advanced recruit train-
ing) run of the year was held in August. The Sheriff led the
run and many other employees participated to support the
new deputy recruits who were sworn in later that day.

Lt. Phil Royal and Vickie Humphrey captured the top prize
in the “So Yo Think You Can Dance...Like a Star? competi-
tion that raised over $16,000 for United Way.
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John Eden is the trustee of the Arthur Fairman Charitable
Trust and he received a lifetime membership plaque from
the Florida Sheriffs Youth Ranches and FSA.
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Pastor Thomas Beaverson (R) hands over brand-new blan-
kets donated by members of the First Lutheran Church in
Inverness to Det. Chris Cornell of the Citrus County Sheriff’s
Office. The blanket collection is a two-year community out-

reach program undertaken by First Lutheran’s parishioners.

SGAM ALERT

How do you win the lottery if you
have never played it? How is it that
someone from a foreign country wants
you to have money when you have no
known association to them or the cir-
cumstances? Does it sound too good
tobetrueorisiteasy? If so,then it prob-
ably is a scam.

Every day the Sheriff’s Office gets re-
ports from people who have received
phone calls, letters and e-mails where
someone is trying to take advantage of

ceive a letter or e-mail informing you
that there is a foreign dignitary that
is holding lots of money (usually
hundreds of thousands or millions)
and they can't get it because of
problems in their country. The letter
asks you to allow the dignitary to
“park” money in your account and
by doing do, you will get a cut of
money because you helped them
out. Again, anything they send you
is fraudulent.

instructions on where to pick the
item up. Once again the check they
send you is fraudulent.

THE“GRANDMA, 'M IN TROUBLE”
CALL: In the middle of the night,
you are awakened by a phone call.
The person on the line may pretend
to be your grandchild or the person
will pretend to be an official person,
such as a doctor or police officer.

/ They will inform you that
v’ they are in serious trouble

them. Some of these people fall for —
these scams. Why? Because of eco- pEEE A and need you to send them
nomic uncertainty. We want et IR money via Western Union
security and when ao TR g or other money transfer
someone dangles the e e o system. In this case, get all
carrot of security in front i o contact information for
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of us, we bite. o 15 W the caller and tell them
Here are some of the === ™ - that you need to call
most common scams that | .. = " Vo them back. Then call
e, 2 kST BN . ’
we see: o wr et your  grandchildren’s

You receive a letter indi-

cating that you won the

lottery. Enclosed is a check made
out to you with instructions to cash
the check and then mail half of it
back to pay for taxes and processing
fees. Of course they tell you to take
the other half and keep it as an ad-
vance on your winnings. The check
they send you is fraudulent.

THE MONEY TRANSFER: You re-

THE ON-LINE SHOPPER: A
buyer contacts you indicating that
they saw your item for sale and want
to purchase it. They will ask where
to send the money and they will
give reasons to stall in picking it up.
The check you receive will be more
than what you were asking. There
will be a note enclosed saying that
they forgot how much you wanted
for the item and to mail a check back
to them with the balance along with

parents and find out where they re-
ally are. They should know where
their children are. DO NOT send any
money.

There are many more scams out
there but most use the same basic prin-
ciple as seen above. If you are ever in
doubt, please contact the Sheriff’s Of-
ficeat 726-1121 (24 hours a day — 7 days
a week) or call Seniors vs.Crime at 249-
9139 (T,W,Th from 8:30a.m.-1:30p.m.).
Don't be the next victim. Remember, if
it sounds too good to be true, it proba-
bly is! *
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Recently the Board of County Commission-
ers approved changes to the Animal Control
Ordinance relating to feeding of feral cats, es-
tablishing feral cat colonies and a
trap/neuter/release program. Details of the
changes are as follows:

Changes included the addition of the defi-
nition of a Registered Community Cat
Colony - a population of cats which are
cared for and monitored under a Trap /
Neuter / Release Program managed by a
qualified not for profit organization
which has an approved Trap / Neuter /
Release business plan filed with Animal
Services and the Citrus County Sheriff's
Office.

Section 14-33 was amended to include an
exemption for licensing of cats residing
within a Registered Community Cat
Colony

Section 14-39 “Unlawful to keep stray ani-

al” was amended to recognize persons
feeding or caring for feral cats within a
registered community cat colony.

So what does all this mean and how does it
affect our County? Here are some common
questions and answers relating to this issue:

Can I feed the stray cats in my back yard?
Only if you have an approved colony that
is registered with an approved not-for-
profit organization. Currently, the only
such organization that has been ap-
proved by Animal Services and the Citrus
County Sheriff’s Office is the Humanitar-
ians of Florida.

How can I start an approved feral cat
colony of my own?
Contact the Humanitarians of Florida at
352-527-2370 for information on how to
establish a colony, become the caretaker
and begin a trap / neuter / release pro-
gram.

Tran, Neuter,

There are several strays in my

neighborhood, many of which have

kittens frequently but | don’t want

to be a caretaker. What should | do?
You may call the shelter (352-746-8400) to
arrange a time to pick up a cat trap. You
may also contact the Humanitarians of
Florida (352-527-2370) to discuss having
the cats trapped and sterilized.

Can an approved colony be placed
on the empty lot next to my house
or down the street?
No. Approved colonies may only be

placed on property with the property
owner’s authorization. If you are feeding
strays on the empty lot next door and you
don't own that empty lot, you are violat-
ing the ordinance.

1 only feed a couple of stray cats in my

back yard. Is this considered a colony?
Colonies MUST BE approved and regis-
tered with the proper authorities. If you
are feeding any number of cats in any lo-

cation and you do not have an approved,

registered colony,you must adhere to the
ordinance. Specifically, if you provide food

for an animal, you are considered to be
the owner/caretaker of thatanimal. In ac-
cordance with the Ordinance, all outdoor
cats must be:
* Sterilized (spayed or neutered)
* Vaccinated for Rabies by a
licensed veterinarian each year
* Licensed with the County
% Onowner’s property at all times
or you may be cited for an
animal at large
* Provided with any medical care
needed

My neighbor moved out and left 2 cats

in their yard. Is it OK for me to feed them

so they don't starve?
No. Sadly,animals are left behind to fend
for themselves more than people realize.
If you believe there are unwanted or stray
animals that have been abandoned or are
not being cared for, the most humane
thing you can do is to notify Animal Con-
trol dispatch (352-726-1121) so that an of-
ficer can respond to determine if the
animals are receiving proper care or have
been abandoned and remove the ani-
mals if necessary.

My neighbor has an approved colony

in their yard but the cats constantly

come in my yard. Is this acceptable?

If not, what can 1 do?
No,itis not acceptable. Cats that livein an
approved colony must remain on the
caretaker’s property at all times, just as
your own pets must be confined to your
property. Cats that stray outside the
colony boundaries are considered at-large
and may be trapped and transported to
the shelter. Traps are available to the pub-
lic to aid in safely removing these nuisance
animals. Please contact the shelter at 352-
746-8400 for information on picking up
and utilizing a cat trap





