
Call the Identity Theft Clearinghouse at 877-ID THEFT 
or go to their web site: www.consumer.gov/idtheft. You will 

need a law enforcement case number when making your call.
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Experian 
888-397-3742

www.experian.com

TransUnion
Corporation

800-680-7289
www.tuc.com

Equifax
888-766-0008

www.equifax.com

What do I do if I become a victim?

Major Credit Reporting Bureaus:

Identity Theft Clearinghouse 

1. Call your local law enforcement agency immediately,
make a police report and obtain a case number.

2. If the theft is a credit card, call the issuer to suspend 
the card.

3. If the theft involves your Social Security number, call the 
Social Security Administration at 800-269-0271 to report it.

4. Contact all creditors who have been affected, both in writing 
and by phone. Keep a copy of all letters and take notes for 
your file.

5. Call your bank if the theft involves checks or your banking 
accounts.

6. Contact the fraud departments of the major credit bureaus.

Contact Information:
Citrus County Sheriff’s Office

1 Dr. Martin Luther King Jr., Avenue
Inverness, Florida 34450-4994

352-726-4488   Call 911 to Report a Crime
www.sheriffcitrus.org

crimeprevention@sheriffcitrus.org
A publication of the 

Citrus County Sheriff’s Office
Crime Prevention Section

A publication of the 
Citrus County Sheriff’s Office

Crime Prevention Section



Identity Theft occurs when someone assumes your identity and
commits criminal acts, such as theft of services, products or money.
With the use of computers and the internet, the problem will only
grow. The following information is designed to help you under-
stand, prevent and respond to this problem.

• Theft of a purse or wallet.
• Steal or divert your mail.
• Steal personal information from your home.
• Scam information from you by posing as a legitimate 

government official or business person.
• Unscrupulous employee of a business stealing information.
• Obtaining information from trash, known as “dumpster diving.”
• Stealing credit card information by using a special 

electronic device. Also known as “skimming.”
• Steal your checkbook.
• “Hack” into your personal computer or a business computer.

• Denial of credit for an unknown reason.
• Get calls from debt collectors.
• Unsolicited callers (as if you are on a mailing list).
• Receiving credit cards that you did not apply for.
• Not receiving bills and statements on a regular basis.
• Unknown charges on a bill.
• Incorrect entries on your credit report.

• Limit the amount of personal information you 
carry in your purse/wallet.

• Do not carry all of your checks, only what you need.

• Shred documents using a “confetti” or crosscut-type shred-
der. The use of strip-type shredders is not recommended.

• Do not give personal information to strangers, including 
unsolicited callers. (Criminals will pretend to be your bank
or credit card company.)  Legitimate callers will already 
have this information, so you should not have to give it.

• Retrieve your mail from the mailbox as soon as it is deliv-
ered, or use a locking mailbox. Outgoing mail should be 
brought directly to the post office or put in a 
USPS mail drop box.

• Obtain a post office box rather than use a mailbox.

• Do not put your phone number on your checks.

• Do not put your name on your home or your 
mailbox, only the house number.

• Review all statements carefully for unauthorized charges.

• Obtain credit cards with your picture on them.

• Have your mail held while on vacation.

• Do not leave important information on your computer. Have 
adequate protection software in place - including virus, anti-
spyware and a firewall. Don’t fall prey to “phishers”, someone 
sending bogus e-mails hoping you will respond to them.

• Check your credit report at least once a year for discrepan-
cies. For a free copy of your credit report, 
call 877-322-8228 or go to www.annualcreditreport.com.

• Call your phone, electric, credit card, cellular phone 
companies and request  password protection 
(most will do this).

About Identity Theft How do I prevent theft of my identity?

What can happen after your identity is stolen?

How can you tell if you are a victim of Identity Theft?

How do criminals commit Identity Theft?

• Someone can open up credit card accounts in your name.
• Get auto or furniture loans.
• Give the information to police to conceal their identity.
• Open up a bank account.
• Open a cellular telephone account.
• Obtain electric, internet, phone and cellular service.


